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SUBJECT: THE ECONOMICS OF NUCLEAR POWER 

1 . IN DISCUSSING THE NUCLEAR REPROCESSING ISSUE HERE, 

IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO US TO HAVE A BETTER UNDERSTANDING 
ON HOW REPROCESSING FITS INTO THE ECONOMICS OF NUCLEAR 
ELECTRIC POWER GENERATION. WHILE WE WANT TO AVOID 
DISCUSSING THE GENERAL ISSUE OF ALTERNATIVE METHODS OF 
ELECTRIC POWER GENERATION, WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW MORE 
ABOUT WHAT EFFECTS REPROCESSING HAS ON THE FIXED AND 
VARIABLE COSTS OF NUCLEAR POWER GENERATION. FOR EXAMPLE, 
WOULD BUILDING APLANT TO DO ITS OWN REPROCESSING MEAN 
CHEAPER OR MORE EXPENSIVE POWER FOR PAKISTAN? IS THE 
RATE OF DISCOUNT IMPORTANT? IS THERE A NET FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
SAVING OVER THE LIFE OF A REPROCESSING PLANT FOR COUNTIRES LIKE 
PAKISTAN IS REPROCESSING TECHNOLOGY MOVING SO FAST THAT THE 
PAKISTANIS WOULD BE WELL ADVISED TO WAIT TO BUILD A PLANT? 

2. HOPEFULLY THERE IS SOMETHING ALREADY AVAILABLE 
ON SUCH QUESTIONS WHICH COULD BE SENT ALONG TO US, 

OR WHICH COULD BE ADAPTED FOR THE PURPOSE. 
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